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Getting from A to B in AK 
(The Industry hits the road)  

It’s a problem that is going to 
crop up (sorry with the puns 
again) more as we get to the 

large-scale openings around 
the state and the tourist 
season approaches – How do 
you get cannabis into some of 
the more remote locations 
around the state?  

This is something that the 
growers have thought about 
and dealt with already within 
the road system of Alaska. 
Growers in Kenai want to get 
product to Anchorage. 
Growers in Fairbanks want to 

get product to Juneau. And 
growers need to get crop 
samples to testing labs. 

Transport of marijuana via 
routes controlled by the 
Federal government is a 
conundrum to be clarified.  
Weed Dudes in Sitka just 
made some progress on 
this front. In case you 
haven’t heard, Michelle 
Cleaver of Weed Dudes 
decided to tackle the 
problem head on. 

Sitka, in case you didn’t 
know, is accessible only by 
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Tourism Boost? 
• • • 

The first business in Alaska 
that is announcing as 
cannabis friendly has hit 
YouTube and is getting 
ready to welcome 
“Cannabis Themed Events” 
in May. Kent and Melanie 
Bowman of Bowman’s 
Bearcreek Lodge in Hope. 
The video was put out in 
conjunction with Leafly and 
has already received over 
5,000 views. If that’s an 
indication of interest, it 
should be a busy summer 
with plenty of tourists 
looking for marijuana-
friendly activities around 
the state. 

Here’s the link: 

www.bowmansbearcreeklodge.com 

 

“…My heart was just pounding. I was just waiting 
for them to grab me and throw me to the floor.”  

http://www.bowmansbearcreeklodge.com/
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plane and boat. You could say 
only by air with the help of 
the FAA, and by boat with the 
blessing of the Coast Guard. 

Neither agency had much to 
say to Michelle at first. Then 
Michelle found out that the 
airports in Alaska are all State 
of Alaska property. After a lot 
of referrals between people 
who would talk to her and 
some agencies who wouldn’t 
talk with her, Michelle 
conversed with James 
Hoelscher (an investigator 
with the Alaska Marijuana 
Control Office). James simply 
reminded her that she was 
legally licensed by the State; 
Michelle stepped up her 
game.  

Michelle contacted the 
Anchorage International 
Airport personnel and was 
directed to Airport Police 
Chief Davis. 

Chief Davis told her to put in 
writing to him what she 
wanted to do. Michelle did 
and let him know her process. 
After informing all involved, 
including Alaska Airlines, she 
packaged 8.8 pounds in her 
carry-ons, labeled in 
accordance with METRC 
standards. On December 30th 
Michelle proceeded through 
TSA with the full knowledge 
of the Airport Police, 

Anchorage International 
Airport, METRC, the airline 
and AMCO. 

In Michelle’s words, “It was 
just nerve wracking. My heart 
was pounding. I was just 
waiting for them to grab me 
and throw me to the floor.” 
She was convinced at any 
second they were going to be 
arrested for smuggling. 

When the TSA reviewed the 
paperwork, and inspected the 
radio tags, they passed her 
through.  

 

She traveled from Anchorage 
to Sitka unhindered with 8.8 
pounds of Greatland Ganja’s 
Space Rip and Sour Diesel. 
Amazing. 

 

There are no official policies 
for transporting of marijuana 
through Alaska yet. This is 
just the first example of a 
positive experience 
transporting cannabis this 
way.  

Remember we are NOT giving 
out advice. We aren’t trying to 
tell you what to do. AMIA 
doesn’t do that. Ever.  My 
lawyer made me say that. 

Be aware and be 
communicative with every 
agency whose path you cross 
at every step of the process. 
And you still better have your 
lawyers card in your back 
pocket. It’s getting better, but 
we are STILL operating in 
unknown territory. - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you love to get 
you in front of our 200+ 

readers? 

Advertise Here 

Info at 

akmjindustry@gmail.com 
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 Cannabis retail operations 
have continued to open 
regularly. If you’re not 
keeping a list, here’s ours:  

Fairbanks: 

Frozen Buds 

Pakalolo Supply  

GoodSinse 

 

Juneau: 

Rainforest Farms              

Girdwood: 

Herbal Cache 

Valdez:  

Herbal Outfitters 

Kenai:   

Red Run Cannabis Co. 

 

Anchorage: 

Alaska Fireweed 

Arctic Herbery 

Enlighten Alaska 

 

 

 

News from Alaska  
Fairbanks North Star Borough AMIA  

 

The Fairbanks Chapter members are working their butts off getting the April Event together. 
If you want to get involved with the event or the chapter, they would welcome you with open 
arms. 

Here is meeting information: 

The general (open) meetings of the chapter are held on the third Wednesday of the month at 
7pm; agendas are published the Friday prior to the meeting. FNSBAMIA Board Chair is Karen 
Lowry-Bloom of Alaska Blooms. The meeting is located at the store; at 2448 Arvilla St., 
Fairbanks.  

The FNSBAMIA has a listing of 50+ members who are mobilized and have plans for 
upcoming events. They are also working on developing a coordinated educational / 
informational outreach for the state. 

 Fairbanks. Awesome.  
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Southeast Alaska AMIA 

 

Other Happenings of Note 
 

  

The local meeting will be on Wednesday February 1, 2017 at 4:30pm at McGivneys.  For 

information, you can contact Lisa of THC Alaska; her email contact is: lisa@thcalaska.com.  
Everyone who is thinking about getting involved with the cannabis industry is welcome.  
 
Our Board President and our Legal Counsel/Board Member, as well the Executive Director are 
heading back to Juneau. Brandon, Jana, and Cary will all be in attendance the chapter meeting 
on the 1st and an MCB meeting scheduled on February 2. 

Another Executive Business member, Rainforest Farms in Juneau has joined the AMIA. 
Welcome, and glad to have you on board with the Association.  

 

   

Statewide – Next meeting of the Marijuana Control Board is in Juneau on February 2, 

2017. Remember that these are open meetings and sometimes there is an opportunity to make 
public comments. You can check the agenda ahead of time on line at the state website:   
www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/ 

Time and location of the MCB meetings can change based on several factors, so I recommend 
that you check in a day in advance to confirm. If we receive change information it will be 
listed on the ‘What’s Happening’ section of the AMIA website:     
www.alaskamarijuanaindustry.org/what-s-happening   

Anchorage –  ACBA held a very successful Job Fair in Anchorage and 50+ people 

participated in the Handlers Card Class at the Anchorage Crowne Plaza Hotel. Next open 
meeting is the  

Kenai Peninsula – Welcome goes out to Red Run Cannabis, our latest Executive 

Business member and a functioning retailer just a few miles west of the Y in Soldotna. If you 
get a chance, drop in say “Hey”.  Also, a group has formed to work on defeating the 
upcoming Fall 2017 ballot to prohibit cannabis on the Kenai Peninsula. More details and how 
to get involved are coming soon. 

http://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/
http://www.alaskamarijuanaindustry.org/what-s-happening
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From the Executive Director 
By Cary Carrigan 

I was asked recently what the 
benefit of belonging to the 
AMIA was. At times, I have 
heard it referred to as almost a 
private club or some kind of 
fraternal organization, but I 
can assure nothing is further 
from the truth. The AMIA is 
not about the Board; those 
who sit in teleconference on 
Sunday nights. The AMIA is 
about you and your business. 

It is about the people who 
make up this fledgling 
cannabis industry in Alaska. 
The AMIA was created for 
two very simple reasons. 

The first reason is purely 
geographical. You don’t have 
to tell anyone who lives here 
about the distances between 
any two points in this state. 
The sheer size of Alaska is a 
logistical challenge. A 
manufacturer in Tok and a 
retailer on the docks in 
Kodiak need to be aware of a 
ballot measure in Kenai that 
will affect them.  How does a 
small cultivator in Bethel 
communicate and learn from 
a small grower in Sitka?  How 
to move forward, not repeat 
the same mistakes, and 
develop a trusted channel of 
communication that benefits 

both?  AMIA draws those 
people onto common ground 
and gives them a forum to 
share their experiences.  Many 
people in today’s 
Cannabusiness lived for years 
undercover and hidden away. 
Cultivators, retailers and 
manufacturers are not inside a 
bubble anymore.  We are out 
there and operating in the 
light of day. We need to trust 
that someone is watching out 
for us, helping you run the 
best business that you can, 
and sharing with those in 
similar situations. The AMIA 
helps you to communicate 
and share with likeminded 
individuals spanning long 
distances. 

The second reason is the 
strength in numbers. 
Individuals don’t usually 
make a big impact when a bill 
gets introduced in Juneau that 
will affect them adversely, but 
when 200 people yell about 
that same bill, heads turn. 
And how is a single person 
who is up to their neck in 
regulations and every other 
aspect of trying to start a 
small business supposed to 
protect themselves when all 
their energies are focused on 
trying not to fold before they 

even get started? This is 
where our association of 200+ 
people statewide comes into 
play. The AMIA is working to 
protect Alaska’s Marijuana 
Industry while you are 
focused on creating a 
sustainable business.  

The AMIA exists to promote a 
healthy industry. There is 
coordination of purpose and 
strength in numbers. 

Join today. 
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