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We are rolling!  
(aka – Retail sales a reality)  

In the middle of Valdez in a 
steady drizzle an anxious 
crowd of people and media 

waited for the October 29, 
2016 opening of Herbal 
Outfitters, the first 
commercial retail store in the 
state that would mark the 
beginning of over-the-counter 
sales of cannabis to Alaskans.  

The atmosphere was 
decidedly more like a bake-
sale (pardon the pun) than the 
start of an industry destined 
to change the face of Alaska 
and public perception of the 

role of marijuana plays here. 
Considering that Valdez is 
only sports a population of 

around 3,000, the line was 
impressive and not just 
limited to the locals. At the 
head of the line were two 
consumers who had driven 
from Anchorage, and a 
resident from Valdez. As in 
all gatherings like this 
people begin making small 
talk and comparing notes. 
“How long you been 
waiting for this?”, among 
topics covered. When the 
youthful Anchoragites 
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It’s up to you 
• • • 

What happens in the 
coming year is up to you the 
AMIA member / consumer. 
We have worked long 
hours, and put some serious 
effort in to gain the ground 
we now hold, but it’s not 
done.  

There are still forces 
working Nationally, 
Statewide, and locally to 
push back on our progress 
and try and relegate us to 
the shadows where they 
find us easy to ignore.  

Not Happening. 

We have the ability, 
collectively, to bring 
pressure to bear through 
our strength in numbers and 
focus of purpose. It is 
CRITICAL that members of 
the regional groups that 
make up the local chapters 
are vigilant. Work Local, 
share information, move 
forward. Always.  

It is also worth mentioning that the lines in Valdez 
were out the door for the first 7+ hours of 

operation. 



  2 

found out that the gentleman 
standing with them had been 
waiting for 46 years, they 
moved aside to make sure 
that the first commercial retail 
sale was to this steadfast user. 
All the media was focused 
Michael Holcombe. When 
Rick opened the doors of the 
Herbal Outfitters at high 
noon, after a kiss for good 
luck from Connie, everything 
Michael had been waiting for 
went off without a hitch. It is 
also worth mentioning that 
the lines in Valdez were out 
the door for the first 7 hours 
of operation. The main 
comment heard seemed to be 

that it was “great to not be 
acting like a criminal” 
anymore. Other Cannabis 
retail operations have 
followed rapidly, and here’s a 
list of who’s up and running:  

Valdez:  

Herbal Outfitters 

Fairbanks: 

Frozen Buds 

Pakalolo Supply  

Kenai:   

Red Run Cannabis Co. 

  

and soon (very soon) we’ll be 
able to add: 

Juneau: 

Rainforest Farms             
(Black Friday opening) 

Girdwood: 

Herbal Cache 

and Anchorage: 

Dankorage 

Raspberry Roots 

Einstein Labs 

 

News from Alaska  

Fairbanks AMIA  

Things are moving in Fairbanks, retail is open and flourishing, the chapter is up and running 
at full speed, with a Board in place and a number of projects on their plate to help enhance the 
profile of their organization.  

If you are interested in attending the general (open) meeting of the chapter, meetings are held 
on the third Wednesday of the month at 7pm, agendas are published the Friday prior to the 
meeting. Board Chair is Karen Lowry-Bloom of Alaska Blooms. The meeting is located at the 
store; the address is 2448 Arvilla St., Fairbanks.  

It would be good to mention at this point that the FAMIA has a listing of 50+ members and are 
mobilized and have plans for upcoming events, as well as working on developing a 
coordinated educational / informational outreach for the state. 

 Hats off to you folks. Amazing.  
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SE Alaska 

 

Other Happenings of Note 
 

  

Board President and the Executive Director traveled to Juneau for our first official meeting on 
the 14th of November. Great to meet the entrepreneurs and take a look at how things are 
developing. Rainforest Farms has a great retail location set up a few blocks off the water front 
and they were a full front page story in the Empire the day we arrived. Can’t thanks THC 
Alaska enough, they were incredibly generous and providing the meeting facility for the 
event. And thanks to Lisa, John, and Lacy for all the support. 

The first retail opening is set for Black Friday (Nov. 25) at the Rainforest Farms store in 
Juneau. Read a great story by James Brooks at  www.juneauempire.com 

   

Statewide – Next meetings of the Marijuana Control Board are in Anchorage at 820 W 4th Ave, 

Anchorage, AK in The Snowden Ctr on December 6 & 7, 2016. Remember these are open meetings and 
there is sometimes opportunity to make public comments. You can check the agenda ahead of time on 
line at the state website :   www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/ 

These meetings can change time and location based on several factors, so I recommend that you check 
in a day in advance just to make sure everything is happening where and when you think it is. And if 
we get change information it will be listed on the ‘What’s Happening’ section of the AMIA website:     
www.alaskamarijuanaindustry.org/what-s-happening   

Anchorage –  Anchorage Cannabis Business Association- next meeting is open and it’s at the 

RCTinderbox location on King St. in Anchorage, November 30, 2016 start time is 6pm 

ACBA is planning a Job Fair for Cannabis related job seekers. Looking for employment? Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, January 21, 2017 at the Anchorage Crowne Plaza Hotel. 

Kenai Peninsula – The Alaska Small Cultivators (aksmallcultivators.org) are going to be 

meeting at Croy’s Enterprises in Soldotna, November 30, 2016 at 6pm. The location is on the Sterling 
Hwy, just north of Soldotna and behind the Lynden Transportation facility. 

http://www.juneauempire.com/
http://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/
http://www.alaskamarijuanaindustry.org/what-s-happening
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From the Executive Director 
By Cary Carrigan 

It is easy to assume that since 
there are marijuana retail sales 
either happening or about to 
take place in several major 
Alaskan cities that we have 
achieved our goals.  

But a better way to look at 
what is going on might be 
this: We’ve managed to get a 
paved road but we need to get 
traveling and pick up some 
speed. Now, right now, is 
when the rubber hits the road. 

There are many individuals 
who have put in hundreds of 
hours to make this fragile 
reality possible and we extend 
our thanks to them every day.  
We appear to be approaching 
a crossroads with this new 
administration as well.  

If appointments are made to 
those who are opposed to our 
progress, we must be ready 
and organized to be heard. 
We must let the people who 
are in positions of power 
know that we hold them 
responsible to support us and 
when they do, we in turn 
need to support them.  

The AMIA is taking steps now 
to be in a position to make 
sure that EVERY voice is 
heard and EVERY position is 

defended. When we gain 
ground, we defend the 
ground we gain.  

Together, all the united facets 
of this industry can be a 
powerful voice in the State.  

The key word is together. It is 
my hope that all the members 
of the industry understand 
that the AMIA is designed 
NOT to replace or supersede 
local organizations and local 
activism, but to make sure 
that we are the bull horn for 
everyone’s voice to make sure 
that TOGETHER we are 
heard.  
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