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Let’s Fly, Let’s fly away… 
 

There is one development that everybody in the industry is 
buzzing about.  The transportation issue jumps to the Lead Article 
of the AMIA newsletter. First the disclaimer.  

DISCLAIMER: The AMIA takes no responsibility for the stuff you 
do and we are just reporting on this story. So, DON’T DO THIS 
STUFF.  

The tourist season is rapidly approaching and culitvators and 
retailers are asking the same question about supply. If you want to 
get Pakalolo Supply flower to a retailer in Sitka, how do you do it? 
Conventional wisdom has been that there is no legitimate way to 
do it. If there is no road in, the assumption is that you can’t fly. But 
thanks to the efforts of Michelle at Weed Dudes in Sitka and her 
“take no prisoners”, and “don’t take no” attitude, we now know 
better. Michelle needed to get some product to open 
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It’s up to you 
• • • 

What happens in the 
coming year is up to you, 
the AMIA member / 
consumer. We have worked 
long hours and put in some 
serious effort to gain the 
ground we now hold. But 
it’s not done.  

There are still forces 
working nationally, 
statewide, and locally to 
push back our progress and 
try and relegate us to the 
shadows where they find us 
easy to ignore.  

Not Happening. 

We have the ability, 
collectively, to bring 
pressure to bear through 
our strength in numbers and 
focus of purpose. It is 
CRITICAL that members of 
the regional groups that 
make up the local chapters 
are VIGILANT. Work Local, 
share information, move 
forward. Always.  

If you are like me, you have a hard time 
wrapping your mind around this. I have seen it 
done with my own eyes. Smooth and painless. 
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her store. She found what she 
needed in Kasilof. Since 
Kasilof is on the road system, 
but Sitka is not, there was a 
hurdle. Michelle, not shy at 
all, went diectly to TSA and 
discovered that TSA was a 
contractor for HSA. When 
TSA grabs somebody they 
turn them over to the 
appropriate local law 
enforcement. 

A good example of this search 
and seizure was with Frank in 
Fairbanks in the Spring of 
2016. TSA confiscated 8 grams 
of bud, and turned it over to 
the Fairbanks police 
department. The police 
eventually returned the bud 
to Frank. 

Michelle’s first contact was 
with the TSA. But when she 
subsequently came in contact 
with the Airport Police in 
Anchorage, she learned 
something interesting. All 
public airports in Alaska are 
on STATE property. 
Therefore, state law applies. 
Marijuana is legal in Alaska. 
So Michelle went to the 

Anchorage Airport Police and 
informed them that she was 
coming through with product 
for her store in Sitka. They 
informed her that as long as 
her paperwork is in order she 
is good-to-go. Michelle 
packed two carry-ons with 
Greatland Ganja (disclosure: 
evrybody in this story is a 
member of the AMIA - 
shocking I know) and arrived 
in Anchorage with her bags 
radio tagged, manifested with 
copies affixed to the outside of 
both bags. She called ahead to 
alert TSA and the airport 
police. She walked in with her 
Alaska marijuana retailer 
license; walked up to TSA and 
dropped 2 bags with about 4 
kilos of product on the 
scanner. TSA checked her 
paperwork, thanked her, and 
told her to have a good flight. 

Unreal. 

If you are like me, you have a 
hard time wrapping your 
mind around this. But, I have 
seen it done with my own 
eyes - just like it was 
described. Smooth and 

painless. But be warned. 
Remember that Alaska’s main 
air carriers still don’t want 
marijuana on their planes. It is 
my understanding, although I 
haven’t seen the memo, that 
Alaska Airlines informed 
airport managers that they do 
not approve of people 
carrying marijuana on their 
flights.  But at the same time, 
if you can bring it past TSA, 
they aren’t really worried 
about it being in your carry-
on. Obviously, we are only 
talking about transport and 
not consumption. More to the 
point, once you are through 
the TSA checkpoint there is no 
search when you get off the 
plane. The search and seizure 
happens at TSA and with the 
local authorities. Since Alaska 
airports are on State property 
- no crime. 

We are planning to add an 
informational page with 
contact numbers and 
information that you may find 
useful.  

Additional DISCLAIMER: 
DON’T DO THIS.  

I WAS LISTING IN THIS NEWSLETTER ALL THE OPEN RETAILERS IN THE STATE SO YOU 

WOULD HAVE A WORKING BASE OF WHO IS OPEN AND WHERE THEY ARE LOCATED. 
NOW, THERE ARE SO MANY BUSINESSES OPEN I NEED TO DIRECT YOU TO THE WEBSITE 

FOR THE POSTING OF BUSINESSES AND LOCATIONS. 

WWW.ALASKAMARIJUANA INDUSTRY.ORG 
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News from Alaska  

Fairbanks AMIA  

 

SE Alaska 

Full speed ahead on the 1st Annual Fairbanks Community & Cannabis Industry Conference! 

Invite your friends who want to learn what is happening in the marijuana industry.  

Mark your calendars. Presentations by the Marijuana Control Board, State Investigators, 
marijuana testing facilities, Ancillary Business leaders, legislative updates, cultivators, 
retailers and manufacturers, AND State AMIA leaders. 

Booth space is limited so reserve a table now. Contact Cristopher Konopka 
fnsbamia@gmail.com or call him at 907-202-4500 and get involved. This is a great opportunity 
to show the local community what we are all about. Be part of the outreach. 

If you are interested in attending the general (open) meeting of the chapter, meetings are held 
on the third Wednesday of the month at 7pm, agendas are published the Friday prior to the 
meeting. Board Chair is Karen Lowry-Bloom of Alaska Blooms. The meeting is located at the 
store; the address is 2448 Arvilla St., Fairbanks.  

 

 

SEAMIA Chapter President (Lacy) was in town for the last MCB meeting and it was great 
having her in Anchorage if only for a couple of days. As always, SEAMIA’s legislative 
awareness and understanding of the system is a big piece of what makes the AMIA so 
effective as a statewide organization.  

Michelle (Weed Dudes – Sitka) has got to be the most in-your-face, what-do-you-mean-I-can’t-
do-this member of any chapter. She continues to define what the parameters are for marijuana 
business travel in the state of Alaska. I hope you read the lead story. 

 On to the Chapter VP Jennifer (Green Elephant) who has been taking the website to the next 
level. The goal is to get each chapter its’ own website address that is accessible from the AMIA 
home page AND independently as a standalone site for each chapter. We are fortunate to have 
a group of people with SEAMIA who are as talented and dedicated as this. Hats off to 
Jennifer.  

   

mailto:fnsbamia@gmail.com
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Other Happenings of Note 
 

  
Statewide – Next meetings of the Marijuana Control Board are in Anchorage on April 4 & 5, 2017. 

The meetings are in different buildings on different days; the Snowden (where the last meeting was) 
on the 4th and the Atwood building on the 5th.  So, pay attention to which building you need to attend 
on which day.  Remember these are open meetings and sometimes there is an opportunity to make 
public comments. You may check the agenda ahead of time on line at the state website:   
www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/ 

Mat-Su – Had an opportunity to meet with the faithful in the Valley and things are popping. We 

met a lot of dedicated folks, good people and more business are coming online for the tourist rush. 

Anchorage –  Anchorage Cannabis Business Association- the last meeting was held on March 15. 

Located at 10263 Nigh Rd #5, from 6 – 8 pm (this is the Buffy and Old School retail location, just off 
104th and Old Seward.)   The next two meetings are a closed session on March 22 and then an open 
meeting on the March 29. 

Kenai Peninsula –  The Small Growers has disbanded and a contingent has reformed as the 

Keep Cannabis Legal group to help to defeat Prop 1 on October 4, 2017. No On 1.  

  

Legislative Update – We are continuing to monitor all the active bill 
that can influence the Industry as the session winds down. In case you’re not as closely 
monitoring as we are: 

HB113 – Driving under the influence of marijuana, but is lacking sideboards and science. 

SB6 - Commercial Hemp, looks good and has strong support. 

SB63 – Regulation of Smoking, Lung Assoc. effort, watching carefully. 

Also Lacy is tracking HB42 and HB54 dealing with criminal seizure, and sentencing. 

Are you an Executive Business or Executive Ancillary AMIA member? If you haven’t 
gotten your business logo to Cary, do it. We are redesigning the website so now is a 
great time to get us something. We can always replace in the future. Vector Graphics 
l  b  G  i  

http://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/
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From the Executive Director 
By Cary Carrigan 

Why? 

It is easy to get lost in the 
myriad of attention-grabbing 
worldly issues/social media 
demands/daily life. You get 
pulled in dozens of directions. 
You have your life, your 
business, and the rest of the 
world banging at your door.  

We need to make sure that the 
Marijuana Industry isn’t 
rolled back to non-existence. 
And to not let anything slip 
through the cracks. 

“How can anyone do ALL of 
that?”, you ask. Obviously, 
you need support. You need 
people who are focused on 
watching events, postings, 
legislation, campaigns, and 
public push-back. Whoever is 
covering all those bases had 
better not be an inattentive 
knucklehead. Is that too much 
to ask? 

I think by now you know 
where this is going but please 
indulge me. There are several 
things that are happening in 
the state right now that you 
need to be aware of:  

• Senate Bill NO. 63 (Sen 
Micciche) is a ban on 
smoking. It is a ban on 
smoking almost 

everywhere, but how does 
it affect marijuana business 
and retail locations?  

• What about the Senate Bill 
NO. 6 (Sen Hughes) 
regarding the production of 
Industrial Hemp? 
Considering the recent 
seizures of CBD products 
derived from hemp, is the 
production of industrial 
hemp going to affect the 
Marijuana Industry, even 
though WE can tell the 
difference?  

Do you know what 
happening with House Bill 
NO. 113 (Rep Drummond)? 
H113 is the bill to make 
driving when you are under 
the influence of marijuana a 
DUI by definition.  How do 
the police establish you’re 
DUI for marijuana? I’ve 
smelled people who were just 
spending a day trimming in a 
legal facility and they reeked. 
So, if you smell like marijuana 
are you instantly eligible for 
the police to give you a field 
test and cite you? Please lay 
your arm across the hood of 
the cruiser and relax citizen, 
while I draw some blood for a 
roadside blood test? (just 
kidding). 

 
 

  Some of these questions are a 
bit facetious, obviously, but 
they serve my point. There is a 
high level of political activity 
inside and outside of the 
industry and not just in Juneau. 

Are you aware of the 
prohibition measures that are 
popping up? One measure 
was recently defeated in the 
Mat-Su last year, but that is no 
guarantee that they can all be 
turned back. And the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough, Valdez, 
and Fairbanks all have 
emerging concerns making 
community outreach critically 
important. How do you start 
the process of educating the 
community around you after 
their brains are saturated by 
“Reefer Madness” 
propaganda for 70 years? 

I ask these questions to make 
the case for you to be a part of 
the organization that has 
members in Fairbanks, 
Juneau, Valdez, Anchorage, 
Kenai, Sitka, Soldotna and 
even Ester. An organization 
that can (and DOES) bring 
issues to the forefront of 
discussion and helps resolve 
them.  
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That can (and DOES) work to 
make sure you and your 
business don’t get run to the 
ground while you are trying 
to feed your kids and manage 
your business.  

The AMIA has people who 
know. We watch, we 
communicate, and we act on 
behalf of our members and 
the marijuana industry 
statewide. We are growing 
daily, building a reputable 

association for the benefit of 
cannabis businesses across 
Alaska. You can be a part of 
this movement when you join.  

You focus on your business, 
we focus on the big picture. 
And when you think about it 
don’t you want someone who 
understands YOU watching 
your back?  

That’s Why. 
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