
          October 23, 2017
We only have ‘til FRIDAY at 4:30pm, PLEASE READ!!

 The MCB is meeting in November to decide whether or not to move forward 
with the On-Site Consumption reg. If this is something you really care about, and 
everyone does, then you need to email in your position to the MCB. We talk a lot 
amongst ourselves which is good, but the audience we 
need to reach are the people that are making the deci-
sions about the On-Site Consumption. That would be 
the Marijuana Control Board. I think you know where 
this is heading, but I want to remind you of something: 
there was a time when we were really involved with the 
comments we contributed. We poured it on, and made 
sure that the decision makers knew without question the 
position of the pro-cannabis masses. We have lost some 
of that focus.  

 Some of that is due to fatigue. Let’s face it, we have 
been working our butts off. We defeated three ballot propositions that were de-
signed to cripple our industry. But an underlying issue is that we will be forced to 
defend ourselves for several more years, and possibly longer. The people who are 
working against normalizing cannabis are not going to fade away (note the meme 
above from the 1990’s). They have heard and believed the same thing for the last 
70+ years. This is why you  MUST be heard. 
 If all you need is the address, write to:  AMCO.Regs@alaska.gov , but please 
read on.



 KNOW THIS: Our opposition is being finely coordinated by the Lung Association and 
the Cancer Society, along with substance abuse nonprofits. These groups have been doing 
this a long time and understand how to get public comment numbers to roll in at a high rate 
for their cause. Let’s show them we are just as passionate. 

 Remember that staff quickly open your comment and determine if you support or op-
pose, they do not look into the nuance; that is for the board members to do at their leisure. 
So, a vague introduction such as, “I like most of these regulations, but I would change a 
couple of items” would be counted as opposing. There will be a tally of opposing and sup-
porting read into the record and submitted to the Lieutenant Governor, should it makes it to 
that stage. The Lt. Governor could use the number of opposition comments (despite logical 
the regulations) to not sign them into law. The Lung Association lobby has worked to con-
vince people of the dangers of cannabis, while acknowledging there is no real research. The 
Anchorage Chamber of Commerce is against the industry, even though the Assembly put out 
an resolution of support. This is why your letter is so important.

 If all you have time to do is to let them know that you support On-Site because cannabis 
is supposed to be treated like alcohol and adults need some venues to smoke in where they 
can gather - that’s good.  We must get this message heard. Numbers count.  The only option 
for us is to be involved and make our opinions known to the MCB. We need to ramp up our 
emailing to the MCB about ALL the proposed regulations under consideration. We need send 
a consistent message. 

 But right now it is ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL to keep the On-Site regulation moving for-
ward by emailing a supporting position statement to: 

AMCO.Regs@alaska.gov   

       

 If you’re in need of a place to start, see the ideas on the 
next page. When you are writing your comments try to put 
things in your own words as much as you can. 



 The SUBJECT of your email should be clear.  Examples below:
“Public comment in support of the On-Site Regulation” 

“Public Comment to support Marijuana Control Board proposed regulations--marijua-
na retail store on-site consumption endorsement”

 “Regulations comment in support of on-site consumption regulations”

Then a clear and concise first line: “I support on-site consumption for the rea-
sons stated below:”

Lay out some reasons. You may have your own or feel free to use some of the following 
ideas; using your own words: 
• People who choose to use cannabis with friends, either adult-use or medicinally, 
should be allowed to consume in communal settings which will be regulated, secure, and 
on-camera. 
• Allowing for groups of people to consume together is an excellent way for people to 
further their understanding and ensure their safety as some are more experienced than others. 
Usage data may also be observed in these settings.
• Cannabis is an adult-use only substance and many parents who want their children to 
wait until legal age prefer to not consume at home.
• Many Alaskans do not have a residence that allows consumption, such as multi-family 
dwellings, pioneer or veterans homes, apartments buildings or condo units.
• Public health and safety would be better served with cannabis cafes.  Cannabis does 
not cause people under the influence to get aggressive and commit violent acts.
• This is a freedom of choice issue which harms no one, and potentially puts millions of 
dollars into state coffers through industry taxation.
• There is no credible evidence that second-hand cannabis smoke, unlike tobacco smoke 
which is laden with toxic chemicals, causes lung damage.
• Many responsible parents would appreciate not having to walk through clouds of 
smoke on our Alaskan sidewalks.
• Contractors and ventilation experts/technicians would appreciate the income from the 
build outs of these high-tech systems. This provides ancillary jobs!
• Visitors to Alaska would have a place to safely consume the products they are legally 
allowed to purchase. It is not fair for us to offer legal product to an adult, collect their tax 
money, but offer them no place to consume without subjecting them to civil fine or potential 
criminal penalty.
• The definition of public should be fairly applied. Let’s compare: Public nudity is not 
allowed, however we have strip clubs and locker rooms at fitness centers; open containers 
are not allowed, however we have carve outs for festivals- party buses – convention centers, 
etc.; public urination is not allowed, however we offer public restrooms.



 What is most important is that you make your voice heard. We members of the industry 
know that the votes on October 3rd took a lot of effort and an incredible amount of stamina 
to stay in the game as long as we did. Don’t let our opportunity slip away.

 The DEADLINE for getting your emails in is 4:30 pm this Friday, October 27th. 
After that AMCO will not be taking any submissions for public comment regarding 
On-Site before the November MCB Board meeting.

Take a couple of minutes tonight, it IS that important.

Send emails to:

AMCO.Regs@alaska.gov

   Editor’s note: We have had to shift our email delivery for 
the Blast and the Newsletter. It will be coming to you as 
a PDF in the email itself, but as always we will post any 
Newsletters, Blasts and Position Statements on the website 
and they will be download-able.
You can always unsubscribe if you wish. I am working off 
the lists of people who have ask for information.
If you haven’t heard the whole story, Google told us we 
were spamming even though people subscribed to the News-
letter. We did some serious research and found that Con-
stant Contact, is not only really a great platform, they are 
totally Cannabis Friendly. I ask point blank and I think 
they must have a soft spot for us, or they were smoking, 
cause they are all-in.
All mass mailings, updates, position statements, and any 
heads-up will be coming in this format and we can finally 
get the email communication chain back on track!  


