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AMIA Position Statement on Seed Libraries 
 
 
HB197; COMMUNITY SEED LIBRARIES 

The AMIA Board of Directors met to discuss HB197; legislation regarding Seed 
Libraries, and is generally opposed to a few specifics of the pending legislation. Here is a 
brief history and the reasons that we are opposed: 

History: The USDA (Dept. of Agriculture) Federal Seed Act and Alaska Administrative 
Code 11 AAC 34.075 prohibits the sale and/or bartering of non-commercial seeds unless 
they have been properly labeled and tested. Several states, including California, have 
enacted laws that exempt small seed exchanges and/or libraries from such cumbersome 
regulations. HB197 is trying to do so in Alaska. 

Reasons for opposition: We were certainly supportive of the bill as introduced, though 
the amendment made in House Resources Committee on April 26, 2017 is troublesome. 
We are also not opposed to the intent of the proposed legislation as we have a kindred 
mission with agriculture enthusiasts and farmers of all sorts, however, we are opposed 
to the specific exclusion of seeds or plants regulated as a controlled substance under AS 
17.20 (Medical Marijuana) and AS 17.38 (Ballot Measure 2). It seems that the reference 
to marijuana in Section 03.20.150 is unnecessary and only serves to make a statement of 
opposition of the Cannabis Industry. We would like to be included in the discussion 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/fsa
http://www.touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/aac/title11/chapter034/section075.htm
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/30/Bills/HB0197B.PDF


around seeds and don’t believe that positions such as this should be referenced in the 
Alaska Statute books. 

Perhaps a waiver or specific carve outs could be included for AS 17.20 and AS 17.38 
while continuing to exclude controlled substance seeds and plants such as Opium poppy 
(heroin, morphine, codeine), Coca leaves (cocaine), Ephedra sinica (Sudafed, meth), 
Psilocybin mushroom (shrooms), Sassafras root (ecstasy). 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

The Board of Directors and Members of 

The Alaska Marijuana Industry Association 
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