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An AMIA Position Statement on Alaska State Programs 
 

Alaska Programs Should Be Required to Accept Marijuana Establishments 

The state of Alaska taxes, licenses, and regulates Marijuana Establishments, while at the same 
time discriminating against said establishments by barring them from utilizing many state 
programs available to any other licensed business in the state. This practice puts licensed 
marijuana establishments at risk of failing and at an unfair financial and strategic disadvantage. 
Withholding the participation in state programs also potentially puts the employees of the 
licensed marijuana establishments at risk. Furthermore, the will of the voters is being 
circumvented here. The voters of Alaska asked for legal, regulated cannabis. They did not ask 
for pseudo legalization. Airports and the Marine Highway, owned by the State of Alaska, the 
Alaskan Grown Program, and the Alaska Job Bank ALEXsys, all refuse to allow marijuana 
businesses to participate. In addition, DEC programs allow limited participation and ask that 
you do not mention what you do to the employees during classes. When pressed for written 
documentation that licensed marijuana establishments cannot use these programs, most state 
agencies were not forthcoming, only delivering the news by phone call.  

The Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development did send a letter back. 
“Although we are a state agency, our labor exchange system, physical job centers, and 
employment security staff are 100% federally funded.” They go on to say, “Marijuana remains a 
Schedule 1 illegal substance under federal law (21 USC 812).” Their directive, “Employers are 
prohibited from using ALEXsys for job orders, job referrals, employer outreach, hiring events, 
career counseling or training to fill positions that directly or indirectly promote or support the 
use, possession, growth, or distribution of marijuana because federal law classifies marijuana as 
an illegal Schedule 1 narcotic” can be found on their website. Not only does this lock away the 
largest employee bank in Alaska from licensed marijuana establishments, it also denies all 
Alaskans from many additional employment opportunities. The excuse that federal funding of 
these programs puts them at risk is a tired and unfounded argument. 

The highways in Alaska are federally funded. The state expects us to use them and condones it 
with their regulations and Transport Manifests. Therefore, it is simply arbitrary that some 
programs are singled out and withheld from licensed marijuana establishments. It is 



unconscionable that the state would license and tax establishments and not grant them full 
access to services in Alaska. If the state DOR Tax Division is willing to work with licensed 
establishments, audit them, and accept their money, then the state programs should work with 
those cannabis businesses as well. 

Respectfully,  

The Board of Directors and Membership of the AMIA 


