
  1 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Defining Moment 
(we are about to determine our direction)  

It seems like October is still in 
the distance, but it is not. And 
there are 2 votes scheduled in 
different parts of the state that 
are going to be critical to the 
AMIA (and your) wellbeing. 
Both are taking place on 
Tuesday, October 3rd. One is 
the Kenai Peninsula Borough 

Prohibition vote. This is a 
borough vote that does not 
involve the incorporated 
cities of Kenai, Soldotna, 
Seward, and Homer. The 
prohibition is designed to 
create an opt-out zone for 
the entire rural area not 
included in the population 
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Fingerprints? 
It was just brought to our 
attention by a member that 
license holders who are 
refiling are having to pay 
the $47 dollars and resubmit 
their fingerprints after doing 
this last year. Aren’t they 
already on file? The short 
answer is “No.” 

We asked Director 
McConnell about it. The 
fingerprints are sent to the 
Dept. of Public Safety and 
then cleared there. 
However, they aren’t 
accessible by AMCO. Once 
they are sent to be cleared 
AMCO can’t access them 
again. 

Good News? The Director of 
the MCB is going to address 
this issue. Bad News? 
You’re out $47 this year and 
need to re-submit your 
fingerprints. The goal is to 
have this resolved in the 
future.   

WELCOME. HERE ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS.  

-Get ready now for the October votes. We talk about 
Kenai and next issue Fairbanks. 
-Chapter updates. (Don’t get excited, it’s summer) 
-THC Fair is coming to Anchorage in July. AMIA 
members get a discount; there is a hyperlink on Page 2. 
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hubs. This prohibition is being 
pushed by one preacher on 
the Kenai Peninsula who does 
not understand anything 
about marijuana and is driven 
by his determination to make 
his mark for the lord. I know, 
I’ve sat across the table from 
him. We to be focused on this 
pushback (and Fairbanks too.) 
The committee for “No on 1” 
on the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough is working hard to 
defeat this prohibition drive. 
They can use all the support 
you are willing to give. If you 

have not yet volunteered Amy 
Jackman can be reached 
through the Keep Cannabis 
Legal website. That website is 
HERE.  

If you can’t attend the events, 
the most effective way to help, 
is to go to the Keep Cannabis 
Legal website and donate.  
Here is the challenge to you: 
Everybody who gets this 
newsletter could simply 
donate $10. Just $10. Couch 
change. Found in a pants 
pocket $10. One time. In 

rough numbers, 400 people 
get the newsletter.  $10 x 400 
is serious money. If you don’t 
want to go through the hassle 
of looking up how you can 
donate 

…here is the Donation Link 

 

Next Issue: 

Fairbanks 
Prohibition 

 

 

 

 
 

Statewide Call-in Statewide Call-in Statewide Call-in Statewide Call-in Statewide Call-in 

Next call-in will be after the MCB Board meets in July. Date and time are forthcoming. 
Remember the numbers: Dial In is 916-558-7514    Pin is 692993 

 

 

“Those who wish to expand their influence and attain oneness 
with the readers of the AMIA newsletter, must reach out with 

targeted advertising opportunities to attain their goals.” 

The Newsletter Editor (who is also the person selling this space to you) 

 

Secured a booth yet for the THC Fair in 
Anchorage? You should. Get noticed and make 
contacts. Discounts for members. Just click on the 
THC logo to go straight to the THC signup. The THC 
logo on the left is an active link.  

July 29 & 30 Sheraton Anchorage 

http://www.keepcannabislegal.com/
https://www.keepcannabislegal.com/give
http://thcfair.com/event/vendor_tickets.php?eid=38
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News from Alaska  

Fairbanks / FNSBAMIA  

 

Mat-Valley / MVCBA 

Two outdoor grows are operating, so summer is full on in Fairbanks. There are also two 
manufacturing licensees starting up as well. In a few weeks, cannabis products grown and 
manufactured in Fairbanks are going to be available around the state. 

There are still FNSBAMIA Board meetings ongoing through the summer and VP Greg Allison 
put out this snippet: “The Fairbanks Board has continued to meet weekly and are making sure that we 
continue preparations with the AMIA Executive Board to campaign toward the October vote. We are 
also making strides to fight against any potential tax increases being proposed toward our Fairbanks 
businesses as well as doing what we can to support the development and approval of onsite 
consumption.” 

If you are interested in attending the general (open) meeting of the chapter, note that they are 
dropping some meeting dates to accommodate summer schedules. Board Chair is Karen 
Lowry-Bloom of Alaska Blooms. The meeting is located at the store; the address is 2448 
Arvilla St., Fairbanks.  

 

 

Mat Valley Cannabis Business Association –The MVCBA is enjoying good 

progress. Meetings are at the Houston Roadhouse on alternating Wednesday nights at 6pm. If you 
aren’t a member and you’re in the Valley, you should be. The MVCBA has extensive experience on 
their Board. They have already navigated through many licensing issues and are happy to share their 
expertise with members. Kerby Coman (VP of MVCBA) is finalizing what will be a detailed guide to 
navigating the licensing process in the Valley. Congratulations to Phillip Izon and Kushtopia, they 
jumped through the final hoop and are licensed in the Valley and are moving forward with their 
grow in Butte. Caleb Saunders (MVCBA Board President) at Green Jar has reported a serious uptick 
in the amount of tourists making buys in his retail.  
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SouthEast / SEAMIA 

Other Happenings of Note 
 

  

The SEAMIA is dealing with the 10,000+ tourists a day / EVERYDAY that are flooding Juneau. 
Three retails are now open: Rainforest farms, Fireweed Factory, and Green Elephant. 
Additionally, Manufacturing is now operating at Top Hat Concentrates and those are in retails 
too. Excellent progress. And word is that the tourists are buying. I can hardly wait for the 
numbers for the September Newsletter. 

Also, the legislature is out of town reducing everyone’s stress level. 

   

Statewide – Next meetings of the Marijuana Control Board are in Fairbanks in the DEC Meeting 

Room 610 University Ave Fairbanks, AK at 9am on July 12, 13, & 14. Remember these are open 
meetings and there is opportunity to make public comments. You may check the agenda ahead of time 
on line at the state website:   www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/ 

IMPORTANT: Remember the first two days are going to deal with applications and renewals. YOU 
MUST HAVE YOUR APPLICATION IN BY THE 30TH FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE BOARD. 

From the letter for applicants copied from the AMCO website: “Your marijuana establishment license 
is due to expire on June 30, 2017. The complete electronic renewal application, corresponding fees, and 
supplemental documents must be submitted to the Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office (AMCO) not 
later than June 30, 2017, as required under 3 AAC 306.035. Any corporations or limited liability 
organizations that apply for renewal must be in good standing with the Alaska Division of 
Corporations in order for the renewal application to be considered complete.”  

Deadlines looming. Pay attention. 

Anchorage –  ACBA has been working on the moratorium issue in Anchorage, a committee is 

forming to address the issues with downtown businesses. More when they form up. The ACBA is 
meeting tonight at a NEW LOCATION: 9900 Old Seward Hwy Unit 4, 6-8pm. FYI, TONIGHT.  

Kenai Peninsula – “No on 1” campaign rolls on. We have offered assistance from the AMIA. 

See more in the lead story. Contact is Amy Jackman 907-398-4326 or email her at: 
AmyJackman@KeepCannabisLegal.com  

http://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco/
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Legislative Tracking Update 
The Legislature is out but many issues were left hanging. The AMIA 
would like the membership to make known NOW what issues will be 
most important in the coming legislative session. We are going to be 
working on these issues through the rest of the year so when the Alaska 
Legislature re-convenes, we are ready.   
 

We are working on and posting Position Statements in which 
the Board is investing time and energy. The goal is to make 
sure we are pushing the agenda that benefits you, the 
membership. If you haven’t checked them out, as we post them 
to the appropriate parties we also post them under the 
‘Resources’ tab on the website: alaskamarijuanaindustry.org 

 

From the Executive Director 
By Cary Carrigan 

The goal of the AMIA is to be 
big enough to be connected 
and effective as a statewide 
entity, and small enough to 
have chapters maintain  
regional control of their own 
destiny. This plan has worked 
well so far. If we are going 
maintain this momentum and 
keep any level of influence we 
have developed, we need the 
membership to be vigilant. If 
you are attending a meeting 
of a local council or 
community group and 
someone starts kicking 
around the idea of a 
moratorium, like Anchorage 
just did, tell us. If you are 
having issues with regulations 
that don’t seem to quite cover 
an issue properly, like they 

were with seed sales in the 
Mat-Su, tell us. 

Your issues become issues for  
the AMIA.  

I personally want to thank all 
the members who bring issues 
to us. The odds are that if you 
are having  problem in                                     
Ketchikan or Nome or Ester, 
there are other people 
experiencing the same issue 
or may have already dealt 
with it.  

The beauty of the structure we 
operate under is that together 
we can achieve wins for all 
that would not be possible 
separately.  

The second thing that I want 
to emphasize is making sure 

that we are all registered and 
vote. And by all I mean 
everyone. AMIA members 
and casual readers of the 
newsletter who are sympathic 
to moving the issue of 
cannabis education and 
acceptance forward. A large 
number of people I interact 
with who are opposed to 
marijuana are just poorly 
informed. Many opponents 
are still swayed by the “Reefer 

Want to get noticed? Talk 
about your targeted 
audience!  

 

We would love to help you 
post a banner ad in the 
Newsletter. Money raised of 
course will help the AMIA 
and think about it! The 
people you are reaching are 
the people who are the exact 
people you want to reach. 

What are you waiting for?  

 

Let’s talk. Reach out to us: 

akmjindustry@gmail.com 

ADVERTISE WITH THE 
AMIA NEWSLETTER 

http://www.alaskamarijuanaindustry.org/
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Maddness” mentality of the 
past 75 years. 

The AMIA needs our 
members to address this on 
two fronts.  

First, at the ballot box. If we 
don’t defeat these 
obstructionists on this first 
front we will have no base to 
operate from.  

Second, we need to educate 
and allay unfounded fears. 
Alaskans who work against 
us need to understand that we 
are not trying to tear the fabric 
of society asunder, we are 
trying to make society better 
by bringing cannabis into the 
light. We contribute and are 
productive members of the 
communities in which we 
live. 

If we register now, and vote 
with a single voice, we will 
have the opportunity to really 
change the industry 
environment for the better. 

Register. Vote. It’s Critical. 

  

 

 

 

 

Kenai 
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Pictures?  

Got some you want to share? 
An event you want in the 
Newsletter? Bring it on: 

akmjindustry@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Kenai Pig sacrifices itself to 
Keep Cannabis Legal at Kenai 
Peninsula Fundraiser 

Fairbanks Community Event  

Rocking the Vote in Valdez 
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