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Public comment at Marijuana Control Board Meeting 
Delivered by AMIA Board Member Brandon Emmett 

The membership and Board of Directors of the Alaska Marijuana Industry Association 
would like to thank Marijuana Control Board chair Mark Springer for almost five years of 
service, and his efforts to work towards solutions for the industry.  

We want to remind the board and AMCO that the most efficient and constructive 
solutions occur with input from licensees. We would like to take this opportunity to 
suggest potential solutions to key industry issues. These solutions include reviving 
working groups, and improving communication tools for AMCO. 

Working groups created by the MCB are an effective way of addressing complex and 
problematic issues that the industry faces. We encourage the Board and AMCO to 
continue to have active working groups for issues such as Transportation, Waste 
Management, Metrc, and Laboratory Testing.  

Working group participants should include topic experts from all sectors, including 
members of the cannabis industry who provide unique perspectives on the issues, and 
also relevant state agencies such as the Department of Environmental Conversation 
and Division of Agriculture. 

We will be submitting a document today that identifies our highest priority transportation 
issues. This document was developed by the AMIA’s own transportation committee. Our 
suggested changes include improvements that will greatly enhance employee and 
public safety.  
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This is an example of our desire to put forward industry-vetted ideas that this board 
should consider. Because these changes impact safety, we hope addressing these 
issues will be a high priority for the board and AMCO.  
 
Communication: 

 
We continue to advocate that better communication among AMCO, the board, and 
licensees will benefit the industry as a whole. Posting audio recordings of MCB 
meetings will allow access to important information on regulation updates and the 
licensing process.  

 
This will lead to more efficiencies, and will decrease the workload for licensees, the 
board, and AMCO staff. With all relevant documents and and recordings in an online 
location, licensees will have more resources to ensure that they’re compliant and 
operating in good faith. This will result in a decrease in phone calls and emails to 
AMCO, and in license application mistakes. Access to up-to-date regulations and 
interpretations — will promote compliance.  

 
Better compliance means fewer Notices of Violation, which is still AMCO’s main 
communication tool with licensees. The Advisory Notice is a tool that can help define 
AMCO’s expectations for licensees without the weight of a permanent file and a 
potential hearing. Greater use of the Advisory Notice will allow AMCO to clarify 
expectations to all licensees or individual licensees in a constructive and efficient 
manner. 

 
The AMIA and its members are committed to making the industry more efficient and 
safer. We would like to thank the board and AMCO for their ongoing efforts to achieve 
these same goals. We encourage you to use the wealth of knowledge available through 
collaborative efforts with AMIA and our membership.  
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