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A Position Statement of the AMIA 
          

         04 February 2017 

 

 

The Alaska Marijuana Industry Association (AMIA) is issuing 

this position statement in response to the Marijuana Control 

Board (MCB) decision regarding pre-rolled marijuana cigarettes 

(aka “joints”) issued at the MCB meeting on 02FEB2017. 

 

 We believe it is important to clearly state that the decision to 

prohibit the packaging of marijuana in cones or papers by 

cultivators and retailers, described by the MCB as “processing” is 

not supported by existing regulation regarding pre-rolled 

marijuana. 

 

Under “3 AAC 306.405. Standard marijuana cultivation facility: 

privileges and prohibited acts. (a) A licensed standard marijuana 

cultivation facility is authorized to (1) propagate, cultivate, 
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harvest, prepare, cure, package, store, and label marijuana” (italics 

added for emphasis). 

 

Manufacturing is held to a different standard by definition: 

3 AAC 306.505. Marijuana product manufacturing facility 

privileges. Except as provided in 3 AAC 306.515, a licensed 

marijuana product manufacturing facility, including a marijuana 

concentrate manufacturing facility, is authorized to  

(1) purchase marijuana from a marijuana cultivation facility or 

from another marijuana product manufacturing facility;  

(2) extract marijuana concentrate in compliance with 3 AAC 

306.555;  

(3) manufacture, refine, process, cook, package, label, and store 

marijuana products approved under 3 AAC 306.525 (italics added 

for emphasis). 

 

We are unaware of any Manufacturer who has applied for a 

product that is only a “joint”; just paper and marijuana. No pre-

rolls or joints as approved by the MCB for manufacturing are just 

marijuana and paper – all the manufactured products that have 



3 
 

been approved by the MCB are marijuana PLUS concentrate to 

make a form of enhanced joint. 

 

And to further emphasize the point, the definition of marijuana 

products is provided in the regulations:  

3 AAC 306.990 Definitions. 

 (29) “marijuana product” has the meaning given in AS 17.38.900; 

 

AS 17.38.900 

(11) "marijuana products" means concentrated marijuana 

products and marijuana products that are comprised of marijuana 

and other ingredients and are intended for use or consumption, such as, 

but not limited to, edible products, ointments, and tinctures; (italics 

added for emphasis). 

 

While operating inside the allowable boundaries of existing 

regulations, cultivators have invested capital on joint-rolling 

machines, cone-stuffing machines, cigarette boxes/packs, j-tubes, 

Mylar bags, empty cones, rolling papers, filter tips, and grinders. 

Cultivators have hired Alaskans and trained them to use this 

equipment. Considerable effort was expended to operate in 

accordance with regulations. If cultivators are made to cease 
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packaging pre-rolls there will be a significant and immediate 

impact on the welfare of businesses and employment. 

Licensed cultivators already trim, dry and cure marijuana.  Joint 

rolling is simply using the small pieces of cannabis that are left 

over from the trimming process, or from handling while drying 

(known as the “keif” or “trim”) and placing them into a paper 

container. Therefore, cultivators consider this packaging. Joint 

rolling does not combine multiple ingredients into a new product 

and it does not chemically activate or alter the cannabis in any 

way.  

 

Pre-rolls are packaged marijuana, not “marijuana products” such 

as a cookie, concentrate or tincture. The paper, cone, and/or 

crutch used in packaging does not meet the definition of an extra 

ingredient or “processing”. It is the position of AMIA that 

Cultivators, Manufacturers, and Retailers should be allowed to 

package pre-rolls from marijuana they have in their possession. 

This should be allowed, by regulation, as a standard practice to 

help to eliminate waste, maximize economy, and allow for 

conservation and control of a small amount of residual product. 
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This 02FEB2017 MCB decision appears to insert a middleman 

(manufacturer) into the process of getting cannabis to consumers. 

Compliance with the decision would decrease Cultivator work 

force and adds an unnecessary mark-up to the retail price point.  

Pre-rolled marijuana is a big part of the statewide market. It is 

one of the most economical uses of trim. The point of packaging 

trim as pre-rolled marijuana is to save it from the scrap heap. Pre-

rolls put that part of the product back into Retail outlets and 

contributes to the State Treasury. 

 

If regulations change, there should be due process and public 

comment. Neither were allowed in this case. The MCB stated that 

identifying pre-rolls as processing was the correct interpretation 

of the existing regulations, and therefore not a change in 

regulation requiring public comment. This reflects a 

misunderstanding of the differences between cultivation, 

packaging and manufacturing.  

 

The MCB ruling that the regulations prohibit the packaging of 

marijuana in cones or papers by cultivators and retailers appears 
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arbitrary and not supported by the regulation as it currently 

stands. 

 

It is the hope of the members of the AMIA that this issue is 

resolved quickly without any damage to an industry that is, even 

in it’s infancy, working hard to contribute productively to the 

Alaskan economy.  
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